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6 January 1986
MLD-6001

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director, Foreign Broadcast Information Service

FROM

Chief, London Bureau

THROUGH : Chief, Operations Group

SUBJECT : Monthly Report - London Bureau - December 1985

STAT

II.

STAT
SIAI

STAT

GENERAL

One-time PMU Russian monitor whose more recent
career has been in the publications side of the Monitoring Service,
has been selected to fill the post of Editor, News and Publications,
vacated by now-Acting General Manager Roland Challis. In other
Monitoring Service developments the American firm Honeywell has been
awarded the contract for BBC's computerization program. And in
another step along that path, the BBC house organ ARIEL in the

31 December issue advertised a new position of Manager, Engineering
Services at Caversham, responsible for "overall coordination of all
maintenance activities including satellite receiving facilities and
the Monitoring Service's computer system,' with staff of
approximately 20.

OPERATIONS

A. Editorial/Monitorial

1. It was a record production year: the total of 34,162,150
words punched in 1985 surpassed the previous high year of
1974, with its paltry 31,625,960. This was also the
bureau's busiest December in history, almost 10,000 words a
day above the previous December high in 1981.

(3]

Appreciative messages were received from Chief,

for the overall bureau and BBC performance in handling
the Reagan-Gorbachev summit last month, and from Acting
Wire Chief[ =~ |passing along consumer thanks for the
coverage of Soviet media treatment of President Reagan's
New Year's message to the USSR.

B. Technical

1. A test printout of the press facsimile signals from the 14
degree West satellite was conducted 2-8 December for
comparison with the 53 degree E transmission. The same
major papers are carried on both with the substantial
exceptions of the second edition of KRASNAYA ZVEZDA and the
weekly LITERATURNAYA GAZETA, which do not appear on the l4
degree bird. The papers are not necessarily transmitted in
the same order on the two satellites. There is no backup
signal on the 14 degree, as there is on the 53, and the
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print quality from the 14 as taken via the BBC's two-.

dish is not up to the caliber of the 53 as taken via the
Roset. However, availability of the pressfax signal on the
14 does give some backup assurance of coverage, albeit
spotty, should the Roset be required for crisis coverage of
another satellite.

2. Commo Unit has been running acceptance tests on the 'BACH"
- Bureau Automated Communications Header - program, which
was received from Headquarters in floppy disc form early in
December. While remaining minor problems with the format
are still being identified, the consensus is that BACH is
very impressive and produces headers of any size virtually
instantaneously.

III. ADMINISTRATION

STAT Cologne Unit Chief received his promotion to GS-13.

IV. VISITORS

To the bureau: Two of those attending the 9th International On-Line

Information Meeting in London the second week of December dropped by
STAT the bureau for briefings. From Washington, | | visited

Caversham on the 2nd for a bureau/BBC orientation, while Antwerp Unit

STAT Chief | spent the 9th with the bureau' i f at the
embassy. | , newly assigned by to SSTAT
handle coordination with the BBC and FBIS, spent 9- ecember at

Caversham, visiting FBIS the first day and BBC the rest of the week.

STAT On the 18th Deputy Chief| |and PMU Chief[ | gave
a brief FBIS orientation to a guest of the BBC, Mr. Bill Kirkman,
Secretary of the Career Service of Cambridge University, whom the
bureau may contact in future quests for linguists.

STAT From the bureau: PMU Arabic monitor‘ ‘and
STAT JPRS Arabic contractor visited APTEC House in London on the
9th for a demonstration of IBM-PC software, reporting to Production

STAT Group on features of the available programs. Teletypisi::::;&;;;:]
SIAI [::::::f:::]returned on the 2nd from a six-week working TDY at Mbabane.

V. YEAR-END MISCELLANY

The function room in the BBC Club's Portakabin was packed on the 20th
for the FBIS Christmas party, complete with bar, band, and dinner, an

STAT event again engineered by Chief Engineer] | The
previous afternoon PMUers, considering a Christmas party a totally
inappropriate and frivolous celebration, held a wake to eat and

STAT (primarily) drink in memory of the recently deceased

STAT | In THE TIMES, a letter to the editor
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complaining that pub bars were too crowded with bar-sitters and left
no room for the thirsty man was signed by one Dr. Lush. And the
FINANCIAL TIMES marked the end of the hcliday season by calling
attention to a sign outside a sports shop: "Now is the discount of
our winter tents."

STAT

Attachments

cc: Chief, Austria Bureau
Chief, Cologne Unit
Chief, Islamabad Unit
Chief, Okinawa Bureau
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